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Ottawa, 

November 7, 2020 

 

Honourable François-Philippe Champagne 

Minister of Foreign Affairs 

Canada 

 

Dear Hon. Minister, 

As you are no doubt aware on November 4th Israeli forces destroyed yet another Palestinian 
village in the Occupied Palestinian Territories.   https://www.cbc.ca/news/world/israel-razes-

palestinian-bedouin-village-west-bank-1.5790934 . According to UN officials, tented homes, animal 

shelters, latrines and solar panels were among the structures destroyed in the village of Khirbet 
Humsah. The act displaced 73 Palestinians — including 41 children — in the largest such 
demolition in years. 

Along with many “like minded” European countries Canada is on record as opposing the 
ongoing Israeli occupation of the West Bank. In fact, last June Prime Minister Trudeau made a 
strong statement opposing Israel’s announced plans to “annex” parts of the West Bank. Israeli 
Prime Minister subsequently backed down, but Israel appears determined to continue its 
“annexation” piecemeal. 

This most recent Israeli action drew strong and principled opposition from many of Canada’s 
European allies. On Friday, a group of European heads of Mission visited the community of 
Khirbet Humsu in a show of support for the Palestinian community. European Union 
Representative Sven Kühn von Burgsdorff, who led the delegation, said it was “very clear” that 
the demolition of the structures “is contrary to international law.” 
https://www.thestar.com/news/world/2020/11/06/israel-criticized-over-west-bank-home-

demolitions.html 

That delegation also included some representatives of “like minded” 
countries  https://bit.ly/3evD0F5. But there is no indication that Canada’s representatives – either 

in Ramallah or in Tel Aviv - joined the delegation, or otherwise raised the smallest objection to 
the Israeli action, notwithstanding our “official” position. 
https://twitter.com/EUpalestinians/status/1324737437210419207 

 

Honourable Minister, does Canada still stand by its official opposition to the Israeli occupation? 
Does it oppose the destruction of Palestinian villages in the West Bank? 



Does it consider the EU countries who spoke up “like minded”? Does Canada agree with these 
“like minded countries” that Israel’s actions are illegal and a violation of the Fourth Geneva 
convention?  

And if so, what PRACTICAL ACTION OR STEPS is Canada planning to take to put its officially 
stated position into application? 

Thank you in advance. 

 
 

Peter Larson, Ph.D., 

Chair, 

Ottawa Forum on Israel/Palestine (OFIP) 

www.ottawaforumip.org 

tel: 613 327 0331 

 

cc. Rt. Honourable Justin Trudeau, Prime Minister of Canada 

Erin O’Toole, MP, Leader of the Opposition 

Jagmeet Singh, MP, Leader of the NDP 

Yves-Francois Blanchet, MP, Leader of the Bloc Quebecois 

Elizabeth May, MP, Green Party of Canada 

Hon. Catherine Mckenna, MP Ottawa Centre 

Hon. Bob Rae, Canada’s ambassador to the United Nations 

Deborah Lyons, Canadian ambassador to Israel 

Robin Wettlaufer, Canadian representative to the Palestinian Authority 
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